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Abstract: In the context of globalization, cultural differences have become increasingly 

prominent, making the cultivation of intercultural communicative competence (ICC) in 

second language acquisition (SLA) more critical than ever. This study synthesizes literature 

from the past decade, both domestically and internationally, on the development of SLA 

and ICC within the framework of globalization. By focusing on the current state of English 

language education in China, we examine SLA practices and the cultivation of ICC from 

the perspective of cultural differences. The analysis is conducted at three levels: curriculum 

goal setting, instructional content and methodologies, and technological integration. The 

study aims to provide both a theoretical foundation and practical guidance for second 

language learners seeking to enhance their intercultural communicative competence. 

1. Introduction 

Against the backdrop of accelerating globalization[1], society has entered a new era of 

unprecedented interconnectedness. With the rapid advancement of information technology, the 

increasing frequency of transnational exchanges, and the deepening cooperation among different 

countries and regions, geographical distances have significantly diminished. Consequently, 

individuals' lives, economic activities, and cultural exchanges have become highly interwoven. This 

dynamic environment necessitates that English language educators place greater emphasis on 

fostering learners' intercultural communication skills. In particular, within the domain of second 

language acquisition (SLA), the development of intercultural communicative competence (ICC) has 

emerged as an integral component. 

Language serves as a conduit for culture. During the process of SLA, learners do not merely 

acquire linguistic knowledge—such as phonology, vocabulary, and grammar—but also gradually 

engage with and comprehend the diverse cultural contexts embedded within the language. Over the 

past decade, an extensive body of literature has examined the relationship between globalization[2], 

SLA, and the development of ICC. These studies have employed various research methodologies, 

including empirical research, case studies, and theoretical analyses, to explore the underlying 

patterns and mechanisms of their interrelation. 

The objective of this review is to investigate the role of cultural differences in SLA and ICC 
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development, synthesizing and analyzing relevant findings. Furthermore, this study contextualizes 

these insights within the specific realities of English language education in China, aiming to bridge 

cultural disparities and contribute to the steady enhancement of global understanding. 

2. An Overview of Second Language Acquisition from the Prospective of Culture Difference 

Second language acquisition (SLA) refers to the process of learning and mastering a language 

other than one’s native tongue. This process primarily explores the characteristics and patterns of 

acquiring additional languages in various linguistic and cultural environments, encompassing 

aspects such as phonology, grammar, learning strategies, and individual cognitive factors[11]. 

Cultural differences play a significant role in SLA, as they influence learners' cognitive, emotional, 

and behavioral approaches to language learning, thereby affecting overall learning outcomes. 

The impact of cultural differences on SLA is evident in several key areas. Firstly, differences in 

cognitive approaches and ways of thinking influence language acquisition. Eastern cultures tend to 

emphasize collectivism, whereas Western cultures prioritize individualism, resulting in noticeable 

variations in language expression, grammatical structures, and pragmatic rules. Secondly, cultural 

values shape language learning. Concepts such as time perception, spatial awareness, and politeness 

differ across cultures, directly affecting learners' comprehension and use of a second language. 

Lastly, communication styles vary significantly between cultures. Some cultures favor direct 

communication, while others prefer indirect approaches; similarly, high-context and low-context 

communication styles influence how language is used in different social settings. These distinctions 

substantially impact language learners' ability to navigate conversations effectively. 

Intercultural communicative competence (ICC) serves as a crucial benchmark in foreign 

language education[12]. The development of ICC is vital to the SLA process, as it enables learners to 

better adapt to the target language’s cultural context and enhance their overall language proficiency. 

Examining SLA from the perspective of cultural differences across four key 

dimensions—enhancing cultural awareness, improving linguistic proficiency, developing 

intercultural communication skills, and strengthening practical application—can provide educators 

with a deeper understanding of how learners acquire language. 

The cultivation of ICC is essential for maximizing the effectiveness of SLA. In foreign language 

education, teachers should acknowledge the influence of cultural differences on learners and adopt 

targeted strategies to develop ICC, ultimately fostering well-rounded language learners equipped for 

intercultural communication. 

3. Relevant Studies at home and Abroad 

Research in the field of second language acquisition (SLA) has extensively examined the 

influence of cultural differences on the learning process and the development of intercultural 

communicative competence (ICC). The following section outlines key studies and developments in 

this area from both domestic and international perspectives. 

Over decades of research and exploration, Chinese scholars have contributed to the 

establishment of various theoretical frameworks within SLA[2]. These diverse theoretical 

perspectives have shaped both research and practical applications in the field[10]. In China, scholars 

have long focused on the impact of cultural differences on learners and the development of ICC in 

language teaching. 

Chen Guanglei (2005) identified cultural differences as a major factor contributing to Chinese 

students' challenges in learning English. He argued that a deeper understanding of the target 

language culture is essential for improving language acquisition efficiency. Similarly, Li Aiguo 

(2008), through a survey of Chinese English learners, found that cultural background knowledge 
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significantly influences learners’ comprehension and language use. 

Dai Manchun (2007) explored strategies for cultivating ICC in English language education, 

proposing a range of teaching methods aimed at increasing cultural awareness. She emphasized the 

importance of guiding students to recognize and adapt to cultural differences in their language 

learning journey. Zhu Qing (2010) further analyzed the state of English language teaching in China 

from a cross-cultural perspective, introducing a culture-oriented teaching model designed to 

enhance learners' ICC. 

Starting from the autumn semester of 2024, primary and secondary school students across the 

country will gradually adopt newly revised textbooks aligned with the updated Compulsory 

Education English Curriculum Standards. These revised textbooks place greater emphasis on 

integrating real-life scenarios into various discourse types while incorporating elements of Chinese 

culture to foster students’ cultural confidence. Additionally, the new curriculum aims to enhance 

students' overall language proficiency and cross-cultural communication skills. 

The cultivation of foreign language professionals in higher education is encountering both new 

challenges and opportunities. The traditional language teaching model has undergone a fundamental 

transformation, with the development of intercultural communicative competence (ICC) emerging 

as a core objective in foreign language education. Scholars in China conducting research on second 

language acquisition (SLA) increasingly favor interdisciplinary approaches, literature analysis, and 

empirical studies[3]. 

Zhang Hong (2015) conducted an empirical study on English language learners in China, 

analyzing the impact of cultural differences on their ICC and proposing corresponding teaching 

strategies. Wang Lifi (2017), meanwhile, explored English teaching reform in China from a 

cross-cultural perspective, highlighting the significance of ICC development in language education. 

Foreign scholars have made significant contributions to the field of second language acquisition 

(SLA), particularly in the areas of cultural differences and the development of intercultural 

communicative competence (ICC). The following section outlines key research findings in these 

domains. 

Kim (2001) demonstrated that cultural differences exert a substantial influence on second 

language learners' learning strategies and communicative competence. He categorized the process 

of cultural adaptation into four distinct stages and proposed corresponding teaching strategies. 

Norton (2000), on the other hand, examined the impact of cultural differences on SLA through the 

lens of socio-cultural theory, highlighting the crucial role of learner identity in the language learning 

process. 

From an empirical research perspective, scholars both domestically and internationally have 

conducted extensive investigations into cultural differences and ICC development[4]. Chen and 

Starosta (1998), through a survey of second language learners from diverse cultural backgrounds, 

identified cultural cognition as a key factor affecting ICC. Similarly, Kramsch (1993), in a study of 

German learners, explored the impact of cultural differences on language use and proposed a series 

of pedagogical recommendations to enhance intercultural language learning. 

4. Summary and Comment Based on the Previous Research and Gap-finding 

Research in the field of second language acquisition (SLA) has extensively examined the role of 

cultural differences and the development of intercultural communicative competence (ICC). Prior 

studies consistently highlight the significant impact of cultural differences on SLA. Findings 

suggest that learners with greater cultural awareness tend to achieve higher levels of language 

proficiency, and the development of ICC is widely recognized as a crucial component of successful 

language acquisition and use. Integrating cultural studies into SLA research represents a meaningful 
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advancement, offering a more nuanced understanding of the complexities involved in learning a 

second language. 

However, several areas still require further exploration regarding the process of SLA in the 

context of cultural differences and the development of ICC. At the theoretical level, while existing 

frameworks provide valuable insights into language education, more comprehensive models are 

needed to explain the dynamic and interactive nature of cultural influences on SLA. At the 

methodological level, much of the past research has relied heavily on quantitative methods, which 

may not fully capture the qualitative dimensions of cultural experiences. A mixed-methods 

approach could offer a more holistic perspective on the SLA process. At the pedagogical level, a 

gap remains between research findings and classroom applications. More studies are needed, 

involving both language researchers and educators, to explore effective strategies for integrating 

cultural content and intercultural skills training into language teaching practices. 

Based on previous research on second language acquisition (SLA) from the perspective of 

cultural differences, future studies can be expanded in several key areas. At the level of cultural 

contextualization, while existing research acknowledges the role of cultural differences, further 

investigation is needed to explore how specific cultural contexts shape SLA. This includes 

examining the influence of an individual's cultural identity as well as societal attitudes toward the 

target culture. From a technological perspective, the role of technology in facilitating intercultural 

learning experiences remains underexplored. With the rapid advancement of technology and the 

ongoing process of globalization, there is a growing need to examine how digital tools and online 

platforms can enhance the development of intercultural communicative competence (ICC) in 

language learners. 

In today’s era of deepening globalization, language learning and intercultural communication 

have become increasingly important. The study of SLA and the cultivation of ICC from the 

perspective of cultural differences is undoubtedly a field rich in complexity and multidimensional 

characteristics. Cultural differences encompass various aspects, including values, customs, ways of 

thinking, and belief systems across different ethnic groups and regions, all of which influence the 

SLA process. For instance, the meaning of certain words can vary across cultures; a word with 

positive connotations in one culture may carry a different emotional tone—or even a negative 

implication—in another, posing challenges for language learners in mastering vocabulary 

accurately.  

Moving forward, research should prioritize bridging the gap between theory and practice. 

Scholars should adopt diversified research methodologies, extending beyond traditional theoretical 

analyses and isolated teaching experiments. Instead, a comprehensive approach that incorporates 

empirical research, case studies, action research, and other investigative methods should be 

employed. This would enable researchers to engage with diverse groups of language learners across 

different proficiency levels, age groups, and learning objectives. For instance, a more precise 

understanding of the challenges faced by learners of varying backgrounds—along with their 

specific needs in developing intercultural communicative competence (ICC)—is essential for 

refining language education strategies. 

5. Application in Schools 

The development and application of both Chinese and English[5] are deeply rooted in their 

respective cultural contexts. As languages are embedded in specific cultural frameworks, their use 

and meaning are shaped by distinct linguistic habits and traditions. Therefore, effective integration 

of Chinese and English language elements requires an innovative approach that acknowledges and 

navigates the cognitive differences between these two linguistic systems. To achieve successful 
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bilingual learning and cross-language application, it is essential to refine the relationship between 

language exploration and cultural systems. By doing so, the process of Chinese-English bilingual 

integration can be optimized, fostering more effective language acquisition and intercultural 

understanding[3]. 

The Belt and Road Initiative has garnered widespread global attention. In this context, China’s 

interactions with other countries have intensified, making cultural, political, and economic terms 

with Chinese characteristics increasingly significant in international exchanges. The growing 

engagement between China and neighboring nations has led to the emergence of numerous 

vocabulary terms rooted in Chinese culture[12]. As a result, incorporating cultural differences and 

intercultural communicative competence (ICC) into Second Language Acquisition (SLA) programs 

within educational settings is essential to prepare students for an increasingly interconnected world. 

To effectively address cultural differences in SLA, schools must first ensure that their language 

programs are culturally responsive. At the level of learning objectives, English language programs 

should explicitly include goals related to ICC, such as fostering an understanding of cultural norms, 

recognizing cultural stereotypes, and developing empathy for diverse cultural perspectives. At the 

level of content integration, language curricula should incorporate materials that reflect the cultural 

diversity of the target language. This includes cultural products such as literature, films, and music, 

which offer learners at various proficiency levels insights into the history, social structures, and 

values of different cultural contexts. At the level of teacher training, contemporary educators should 

receive specialized training on integrating cultural elements into language instruction and creating 

inclusive classroom environments. Schools should proactively support teachers by offering 

professional development seminars and continuous training programs to ensure that English 

language educators are well-equipped to foster intercultural competence among students[6]. 

Designing classroom activities to cultivate intercultural communicative competence (ICC) is a 

crucial component of second language teaching in the context of cultural differences. Students can 

engage in research and presentations on various aspects of the target culture, such as holidays, 

traditions, and daily life. Additionally, an essential objective of high school English teaching in the 

modern era is to develop students' ability to articulate Chinese narratives effectively[8]. The ability 

to tell compelling Chinese stories is a key indicator of intercultural competence, aligning with both 

contemporary educational goals and national development needs. Moreover, incorporating such 

activities not only enhances learners' intercultural understanding and practical application skills but 

also underscores the effectiveness of second language acquisition in a culturally diverse learning 

environment. 

The report of the 20th CPC National Congress emphasizes the need to strengthen international 

communication capacity and enhance the effectiveness of global communication. This directive 

provides clear guidance for the advancement of English intercultural education in China. English 

language instruction should be contextualized within the framework of advanced media technology 

and modern communication strategies. To facilitate this, human, financial, and material resources 

should be actively allocated to drive the modernization of English teaching methodologies[7]. 

With the rapid evolution of digital technology, English language instruction within modern 

media environments has developed distinctive features, including cloud-based teaching formats, 

integrated learning content, diversified educational objectives, and expanded access to a broad 

range of learners. These technological advancements offer new opportunities for optimizing second 

language education and fostering intercultural competence in an increasingly globalized world. 

In today’s English language teaching, expanding teaching resources and creating immersive 

language learning environments has become an important task. In retrospect, traditional English 

language teaching often focuses on exam preparation as the core objective, with teachers 

emphasizing mastery of key exam components, familiarization with question types, and 
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improvement of test-taking skills. However, this approach has largely neglected the cultivation of 

students’ intrinsic interest in English language learning, leading to a gradual decline in enthusiasm 

for active exploration[9]. As a result, the learning process becomes passive and lacks vitality. To 

counter this, it is imperative to rekindle students’ motivation through modern cross-cultural English 

teaching. 

With the rapid development of science and technology, modern media tools have introduced 

unprecedented opportunities for English teaching. Smart classrooms and various intelligent devices 

have been integrated into the teaching environment, offering new ways to engage learners. With the 

help of these advanced tools, English teaching materials can be presented in entirely new formats. 

They are no longer confined to static text, but can be transformed into auditory experiences, 

allowing students to perceive authentic pronunciation and intonation through listening. They can 

also take visual forms, such as engaging English animations and dramatized skits, helping students 

understand the practical application of English in real-world scenarios. 

Additionally, video-based materials, including animations and interactive storytelling, provide 

learners with dynamic, contextualized language exposure. Furthermore, interactive content allows 

students to engage with lessons through touchscreen-enabled devices, enabling them to participate 

in language learning games and simulated real-life conversations. 

By leveraging these technology-driven teaching methods, English language education can evolve 

into a more engaging, interactive, and immersive experience, effectively enhancing students’ 

language acquisition and intercultural communicative competence. 

In this day and age, especially against the backdrop of rapid globalization, the dissemination of 

information and resources has long surpassed domestic boundaries. Maximizing the potential of 

modern media is essential to facilitate the integration and sharing of high-quality educational 

resources. The modern media system operates in a unique and dynamic form, driven by advanced 

technology and developed through the joint participation of multiple stakeholders, enabling the 

seamless exchange and integration of information and resources. 

For English language education in colleges and universities, the empowerment of modern 

technology is of critical importance. The primary goal is to ensure that high-quality English 

learning resources are widely disseminated and accessible, allowing a greater number of learners to 

benefit from them. To achieve this, colleges and universities should prioritize the development of an 

inter-college English resource-sharing portal. Through such an online platform, learners will no 

longer be constrained by geographical and time limitations, gaining convenient access to essential 

English language knowledge and related materials, thus significantly broadening their learning 

channels. 

Additionally, big data systems, including educational interactive platforms and knowledge 

modeling technologies, play a crucial role in optimizing the use of English teaching resources. 

These data-driven systems can efficiently analyze, integrate, and enhance existing language 

learning materials, further amplifying their value. By leveraging big data analytics, learners can 

gain a deeper understanding of English concepts, facilitating more effective knowledge acquisition 

and significantly improving the quality and outcomes of English learning. 

6. Conclusion  

With the ongoing trends of globalization and internationalization[3], the in-depth exploration of 

second language acquisition (SLA) and intercultural communication from the perspective of 

cultural differences has yielded numerous valuable practical insights, alongside a range of persistent 

challenges. It is evident that cultural awareness plays a crucial role in enhancing language learners’ 

comprehension and proficiency, contributing significantly to the development of more effective 
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intercultural communication. 

However, several challenges remain, including deep-rooted cultural biases that may hinder 

intercultural interactions, as well as the complexity of diverse cultural norms, which can make 

adaptation difficult for learners. Moving forward, both educators and learners must place greater 

emphasis on cultural sensitivity training and adopt an open-minded and inclusive approach within 

academic settings. 

By actively addressing these existing challenges and drawing on past successful experiences, we 

can work toward a more profound integration of SLA and intercultural communication. In this 

increasingly interconnected and globalized world, fostering mutual cultural understanding is 

essential to effectively bridging cultural differences and contributing to the steady advancement of 

global communication and cooperation. 
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