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Abstract: The film “children are not stupid” is a film from Singapore. After watching it, 

the author felt it necessary to introduce it to many teachers and parents who were engaged 

in education at that time. The story of this film is very short, and there are not many 

characters. Some ordinary families or some small things in children's development can't 

help but arouse people's much thinking after watching it. Especially for us who are both 

parents and teaching staff, we need to think from many aspects The 14-year-old and 15-

year-old children are in the bloom of puberty and ignorant of thinking. They also need 

more attention from parents and teachers, that is, when children need to communicate 

with others. 

1. Introduction 

“Children are not stupid” mainly tells about the different methods of educating their children in 

each family, the family environment where the children are located and the parents' educational 

methods are also different. But under these different educational methods, what is the situation of 

the children and the psychological development of the children? The story of this film is very short, 

and there are not many characters. Some ordinary families, even some simple little things in the 

family life at the stage of children's development, but after watching it, it can not but arouse 

people's many thoughts, especially for people with dual identities of parents and educators, they 

need to think from multiple angles.[psychological appreciation of children not stupid] 

As most previous articles analyze the film from the perspective of PSYCHOPEDAGOGY or 

code switching, I will focus on the application of Maslow's hierarchy of needs in social psychology 

to appreciate the film, which will be carried out from the following aspects: 

2. The Embodiment of the Need of Love and Belonging in the Film. 

Jerry always wanted his father to go to see his performance, but because they always said they 

were busy, Jerry always overheard his father's words “give me five hundred dollars and my hour 

belongs to you”. So Jerry began to want to save money to buy his father's time and let his father go 

to his own performance. Because he could get the love of his parents, Jerry actively raised money 

and had no choice but to steal the money from the convenience store. Tom and Chengcai didn't feel 

love and belonging at home, but they felt love and belonging in the small gangster group. When the 

small gangsters told them “join us and we'll cover you later”, they immediately got a sense of 
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belonging and joined the small gangster group without hesitation. Later, Tom and Chengcai were 

caught and blackmailed by the fake police because they were instructed by their brothers to steal 

things, and they also stole the old woman's gold chain because they wanted to give money to the 

fake police. Although they finally found out their conscience and handed it to their mother-in-law, 

they were caught by the neighbors. In order to save her son, the mother knelt down and begged her 

father for forgiveness. Later, the successful mother was injured and died in the battle with the little 

gangsters. Later, with the help of Tom and his father, Tom successfully arrested the fake police. 

When children are constantly criticized and criticized by their parents, they tend to ignore the 

psychological pressure brought by their busy work, but when they are constantly scolded by their 

parents, they tend to pay attention to it, Because parents do not take into account the psychological 

frustration and loss of children when they accept their ridicule of work, and these feelings are 

narrowed or even invisible in children, because they do not understand that what children need most 

on the way of struggle is the guidance and help of parents, nor do they understand the happiness and 

excitement of children when they get a reward job, Of course, parents also have their own 

difficulties. For example, Zhang Guobin's mother in the play has also accepted the pressure from 

the outside world and the pressure from the society. However, she can't calm down and don't 

communicate with her children. She is just anxious for success and vent her desire to make her 

children become talents on her children's head; She completely ignored the child's nature, only 

because of her wrong concept of family education and the social environment at that time, she could 

only force the child to become the type needed by the society. Of course, this analyzed her 

helplessness from the perspective of Li Guobin's mother, but I don't think it's necessary for the child 

to bear any more helplessness of adults, Because the child's heart is too simple, too cowardly and 

can't accept it, and what the child needs is appropriate guidance, encouragement and help, so the 

child's childhood should be happy and perfect. The problem of his mother's teaching is not that he 

can't, but that his father used the wrong method. “There are no children who can't teach, only 

parents who can't teach”. It was only when Li Guobin's mother's life was about to end that she 

found that she was wrong. It was precisely because of God's kindness that her life had a turn for the 

better that her children's young hearts could no longer be so seriously impacted. 

3. The Need for Respect is Reflected in the Film. 

Tom's blog is very good, but his mother doesn't think so, and Tom's achievements have not been 

recognized accordingly. When the gangsters said to Tom, “I heard that you are good at architectural 

design websites and help our gang design a web page, and these computers are yours”, Tom 

instantly felt that he was respected and his eyes lit up. 

4. The Expression of the Need for Self Realization in the Film. 

After her mother died of illness, she became a talent and actively practiced martial arts. Finally, 

she competed on behalf of Singapore and won the national martial arts championship. Finally, she 

achieved self realization. 

However, can parents really solve the problem by adopting hegemonism and violence? In daily 

life, people always say, “some children can get 90 points if they hit them, and 70 points if they 

don't.” This sentence reflects that the parenting style of contemporary parents is facing some serious 

problems. 

These are some reflections of Maslow's hierarchy of needs theory in the film. Next, we will talk 

about children's education from the aspects of family education and appreciation education. 
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4.1 On the Embodiment of Family Education in the Film 

1) Lack of effective communication between parents and children. This film generally describes 

the interpersonal relationship between parents and children of two families, and explains the 

significance of effective communication. The film goes from “parents are busy with simple 

dialogue with their children and lack of internal substantive communication”, to “children's hearts 

gradually close and gradually move to the other extreme”, to “emergencies see the efforts of parents 

and build a bridge of information communication”, to the film finally find “our lost soul”. In terms 

of details, Xueqian and Jerry continue to show their hobbies because they hope to be valued by their 

parents. What they receive is the opposite “ridicule” from their parents. They think it is not 

advisable to obtain honors that have nothing to do with their studies. They should study with heart 

and mind, which makes Xueqian and Jerry very depressed. We all have this sense of loss now, It 

has deeply dampened our passion for reading. As Jerry said, “I don't know when parents no longer 

support and appreciate us, but preach US endlessly. They always think we're not doing well enough 

and they always think they're right; I don't know when parents are busy until late at night and don't 

even have time to communicate with us.” From this sentence, we can hear how eager children are 

for more effective communication. 

2) If the way parents discipline their children is not appropriate, and things make little progress, 

because parents can't praise them in time, when children find problems, they don't find problems 

first and then educate them, but just blame them in their own “power” way, resulting in repeated 

mistakes. There was a saying in the film that if resources are placed in the wrong area, it can be said 

that it is difficult waste, and if waste is placed in the right area, it is difficult resources. So I believe 

that every child will not be stupid, and I expect every child to be as happy as an angel! “It can be 

seen that parents only teach their children from their own point of view. In modern times, many 

parents are just like the parents in the film. However, in the context of the globalization of higher 

education, how crucial it is to choose a more scientific way of parenting. As Sukhomlinsky 

emphasized,” the same thing is in all general programs and teaching materials All teaching methods 

and teaching methods cannot be explicitly stipulated, which is the child's happiness and spiritual life. 

“In our young and frivolous period, what should be left behind should be a sense of happiness rather 

than full of” knowledge “that makes us feel boring. On the contrary, if we only pay attention to 

science and technology education and ignore the humanistic care for children, so that the young 

generation embarks on a road of no return, how much significance does the money make? 

4.2 The Important Role of Appreciation Education in Education 

In recent years, appreciation teaching has been paid more and more attention by education 

departments and recognized by parents. Its basic idea is that there are no crops that are not planted 

well, only farmers who do not plant crops; Without poorly educated children, there are only parents 

who cannot be educated! Although the psychology of farmers looking forward to a good harvest of 

crops is completely similar to that of parents looking forward to their children's success, their 

behavior is completely opposite: when the harvest of crops is poor, farmers never complain about 

the crops, on the contrary, they have been looking for reasons for themselves; When their children 

are poor in learning, parents are more complaining and blaming, and rarely reflect on their mistakes. 

Although Mr. Fu's teaching students in the film are diligent, they have little effect. In order to 

improve the school's Chinese performance, he used the weekend to make up for the school's 

compulsory tuition and bought Xinhua Dictionary for the school at his own expense. However, all 

these selfless contributions not only failed to gain the school's recognition and moving, but also 

exacerbated the teachers' confrontation and contradiction. Fu teacher was puzzled and blamed the 

reason on the students' weariness and playfulness. In the final analysis, the main reason is that Mr. 
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Fu failed to get the “key” that the young teacher said - “look less at their defects and more at their 

advantages”, which is the most basic content of appreciation teaching. By amplifying the 

advantages and progress of children, children can feel motivation and care, and then strive to do 

better. In the family and primary school teachers, a word of encouragement and a look of approval 

from teachers and parents will bring infinite motivation to children in adversity or setbacks and 

confidence and courage to overcome difficulties. On the contrary, blindly criticizing and blaming 

will only erode the children's original weak sense of social responsibility and creativity, and make 

the children go farther and farther on the wrong road. 

In addition, parents and society attach too much importance to children's academic achievements, 

but ignore effective humanistic care, which gives children too much depression. Although she 

wanted them to study hard on campus, her father only talked about grades with the children when 

she came home. As Xiao Shu said, “children are tired, first of all, they are tired. Exam oriented 

education is essentially a simple competition teaching, but the competitive skills are not the skills of 

limbs, but the skills of wisdom.” However, parents do not take into account their practical talents, 

but constantly scold them and ask them to strive to achieve the goals they want. In the eyes of adults, 

good grades are the king. In this way, many children do not feel the happiness of their studies. They 

just feel that their studies are just a very mechanical job for children, which makes them gradually 

form a tendency of weariness. As a student, the father hates the vicious circle caused by his studies: 

because the students' grades are bad, the teachers look down on them more and more, and the 

parents are unwilling, so he tends to be tired of learning; It is also because of weariness of learning 

that teachers' grades are not good; it is also because students' grades are not good that teachers look 

down on them more and more. So my father became more and more critical. 

All kinds of ways and methods of educating children are different, but we should be able to 

keenly see the advantages of each child and find its shining points. We can't be stingy and 

appreciate it. Give children more confidence. Don't attack children all the time. It should be noted 

that good children boast. Of course, it is not to advocate simple and unprincipled praise, so that after 

people understand that good children are boasted and that simple accommodation can destroy 

children's life ideals, people should respect and understand children, especially for children of a 

specific age, and be mentally prepared for the emotional repetition and behavior changes of children. 

Adults and children need to praise and appreciate. They should also learn to see the advantages 

around others and try to observe others with appreciative eyes. Especially for some immature 

children, appreciate and praise more to give children a confident life. We should cultivate a correct 

outlook on education. We should not expect too much of our children or put pressure on them. In 

fact, the feelings generated by this film are far more than the above. For example, Yang Xue qian, 

the two talented children realized that there was something wrong after stealing and returned to 

return it. However, how does our society treat such children? In order to achieve the goal of killing 

chickens and respecting monkeys, the school beat Yang Xue qian in front of many schools, causing 

profound reflection. How should our society deal with this problem? Therefore, it is suggested that 

parents and teachers can take time to ask and watch this film. 
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