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Abstract: Language is the basic tool for human communication, and discourse is the 

smallest unit of language communication. As an analytical method for studying discourse 

use, discourse analysis has become a crucial research method in many fields such as 

linguistics, sociology, psychology, and so on. From the perspective of functional 

linguistics, discourse is not only a tool for expressing meaning, but also a way to achieve 

various social functions such as social communication, power display, and emotional 

expression. Therefore, discourse analysis from the perspective of functional linguistics 

can deeply recognize how language users achieve different social goals through discourse. 

1. Introduction 

Functional linguistics is a linguistic research method centered on language function, with the 

basic view that language function determines language structure and pragmatic behavior. As a vital 

branch of functional linguistics, discourse analysis aims to reveal the role and function of discourse 

in communication through the analysis of discourse. Discourse is the smallest unit in language use, 

which includes various linguistic elements such as pronunciation, intonation, mood, vocabulary, and 

syntactic structure. Discourse analysis reveals the role and significance of discourse in social 

communication by analyzing various aspects of discourse, such as its form, communicative context, 

and discourse function. This article will introduce different discourse analysis methods and 

techniques to better understand and apply discourse analysis. 

2. Overview of Systemic Functional Linguistics 

Systemic functional linguistics is a linguistic theory developed in the 1970s, which emphasizes 

the function and use of language and focuses on analyzing language phenomena from the 

perspective of language use [1]. The core idea of systemic functional linguistics is that language is a 

social communication tool whose main function is to convey information in interpersonal 

communication. In systemic functional linguistics, language is regarded as a functional system, 

which includes three aspects: language function, language structure, and language selection. The 

function of language refers to the role and purpose of language in interpersonal communication, 

including emotional expression, information exchange, social regulation, etc. The structure of 

language refers to the form and organization of language, including phonology, grammar, semantics, 
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etc. Language selection refers to the decision-making process by which language users choose 

different language forms in a specific context. The research method of systemic functional 

linguistics is mainly discourse analysis, which reveals the meaning and function of discourse 

through the analysis of language use situations, discourse purposes, and discourse structure. 

Discourse analysis mainly includes the following aspects. First, discourse function analysis: 

discourse function refers to the role and function of discourse in interpersonal communication. By 

analyzing discourse functions, one can understand the speaker’s intention and purpose, as well as 

the information and emotions conveyed by the discourse. Second, discourse structure analysis: 

discourse structure refers to the organization and internal relationships of discourse. By analyzing 

discourse structure, one can understand the components, organization, and information structure of 

discourse. Third, discourse semantic analysis: discourse semantics refers to the meaning and 

information conveyed by a discourse. By analyzing the semantics of a discourse, one can 

understand the information, relationships, and emotions conveyed by the discourse. Fourth, 

discourse cognitive analysis: discourse cognition refers to the cognitive processes and structures 

involved in the discourse. By analyzing discourse cognition, one can understand the speaker’s 

thinking style, reasoning process, and cognitive structure. 

In short, systemic functional linguistics emphasizes the function and use of language, revealing 

the meaning and function of discourse through the analysis of its function, structure, semantics, and 

cognition. It is a linguistic theory centered on language use, which has vital theoretical and practical 

value in revealing the essence and function of language. 

3. Relevance between Discourse Analysis and Systemic Functional Linguistics 

Discourse analysis is a crucial research field in systemic functional linguistics, and there is a 

close correlation between the two. Systemic functional linguistics is a function-centered linguistic 

theory that emphasizes the function and use of language [2]. From the perspective of systemic 

functional linguistics, language is regarded as a part of communication and social practice, and its 

structure and use are designed to meet the needs of communication and social practice. Therefore, 

systemic functional linguistics not only focuses on the structure of language but also its use and 

function. Discourse analysis is an application of systemic functional linguistics, which focuses on 

the function and role of discourse in communication. The focus of discourse analysis is to reveal the 

meaning and purpose of discourse, as well as the pragmatic characteristics of discourse. This is 

consistent with the emphasis placed on the use and function of language in systemic functional 

linguistics. From the perspective of systemic functional linguistics, a language is a tool used in 

communication and social practice. Therefore, discourse analysis needs to consider the 

communicative and social context in which the discourse resides. The meaning and purpose of 

discourse are influenced by communication and social context, which is also one of the vital 

research contents of discourse analysis. In addition, systemic functional linguistics emphasizes the 

relationship between the multi-level structure of language and language units. As one of the 

smallest units of language, discourse is composed of multiple linguistic units such as pronunciation, 

morphemes, vocabulary, phrases, and sentences. Therefore, discourse analysis needs to consider the 

relationship between the internal structure of discourse and language units. 

In short, discourse analysis is closely related to systemic functional linguistics. Discourse 

analysis is an application of systemic functional linguistics, emphasizing the function and role of 

discourse in communication. Systemic functional linguistics provides theoretical support and 

analytical tools to help discourse analysis better understand the function and meaning of discourse. 
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4. Discourse Analysis from the Perspective of Functional Linguistics 

4.1 Analysis of Conceptual Meaning 

From the perspective of functional linguistics, discourse is the smallest unit of communicative 

behavior, which is composed of multiple linguistic elements such as pronunciation, intonation, 

mood, vocabulary, and syntax, and has multiple pragmatic purposes. The conceptual meaning 

analysis of discourse is a process of exploring the meaning and function of discourse. The 

conceptual meaning analysis of discourse mainly includes the following aspects: 

4.1.1 Grammatical Structure Analysis 

The grammatical structure of discourse is composed of various linguistic units, such as 

vocabulary, phrases, sentences, and so on. Grammatical structure analysis is a vital foundation of 

discourse analysis. By analyzing the grammatical structure of a discourse, the information content 

of the discourse can be determined, thereby understanding the meaning of the discourse [3]. 

4.1.2 Contextual Analysis 

Context is a vital background for the use and understanding of discourse, including its physical, 

social, and cultural backgrounds. Context analysis is a key step in revealing the purpose and 

function of discourse communication. By analyzing the context in which the discourse is located, 

the communicative purpose and function of the discourse can be understood. 

4.1.3 Pragmatic Meaning Analysis 

Pragmatic meaning refers to the actual role and meaning of discourse in communication, 

including its direct meaning, indirect meaning, and implied meaning. Pragmatic implicature 

analysis is a key step in revealing discourse's social functions and communicative effects. Analyzing 

the pragmatic meaning of a discourse can help to know its practical role and meaning. 

In short, from the perspective of functional linguistics, the conceptual meaning analysis of 

discourse is one of the vital contents of discourse analysis. By analyzing the grammatical structure, 

context, and pragmatic meaning of discourse, it is possible to deeply understand the meaning and 

function of discourse and reveal its practical role and effect in social communication. 

4.2 Analysis of Interpersonal Meaning 

From the perspective of functional linguistics, discourse analysis is a research method that 

explores the purpose and meaning of language use. Interpersonal meaning is a very vital aspect of 

discourse analysis, as interpersonal communication is a major purpose of language use. 

Interpersonal meaning can be reflected through the emotions, attitudes, relationships, etc. expressed 

in the discourse. Specifically, the following are methods for analyzing interpersonal meaning from 

the perspective of functional linguistics: 

(1)Mood and intonation analysis: Mood and intonation are vital means of expressing 

interpersonal meaning. For instance, tone can express the speaker’s emotions and attitudes, while 

changes in intonation can express different semantics and emotions. By analyzing tone and 

intonation, one can know the speaker’s attitude and emotions, as well as the interpersonal 

relationships conveyed by the discourse. 

(2)Language behavior analysis: Language behavior refers to the purpose achieved by discourse, 

such as request, command, inquiry, praise, etc. By analyzing linguistic behaviors in discourse, one 
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can understand the speaker’s intention and purpose, as well as the interpersonal relationships 

conveyed by the discourse. 

(3)Information structure analysis: Information structure refers to the organization of information 

in discourse. By analyzing the information structure of a discourse, one can understand the key 

points and concerns in the discourse, as well as the topics and attitudes that the speaker cares about. 

(4)Pragmatic rule analysis: Pragmatic rules refer to the conventions and norms of discourse use, 

including the principles of politeness, recognition, and cooperation. By analyzing pragmatic rules in 

discourse, one can understand the meaning and intention in discourse, as well as the interpersonal 

relationships conveyed by a discourse. In addition to the above aspects, it is also essential to 

consider the context and cultural background of the discourse. Different cultures and contexts may 

have different impacts on interpersonal meaning. 

4.3 Analysis of Textual Meaning 

From the perspective of functional linguistics, a vital aspect of discourse analysis is the analysis 

of textual meaning. Textual meaning refers to the meaning conveyed by a discourse in a specific 

context, which includes the direct and indirect meaning of the discourse [4]. The direct meaning of 

discourse refers to the literal meaning expressed by the discourse, that is, the information expressed 

on the surface. The indirect meaning of discourse refers to the implication, implied meaning, and 

information conveyed by a discourse. For instance, when a person says, “Your homework is not 

bad,” the direct meaning is to evaluate the other person’s homework, but the indirect meaning may 

be to express the other person’s efforts and recognition. The analysis of textual meaning needs to 

consider the specific context in which the discourse is located, including time, place, participants, 

events, and so on, which have a vital impact on the meaning and interpretation of discourse. In 

addition to context, the analysis of textual meaning also needs to consider the cultural, social, and 

linguistic context in which the discourse is located. Different cultural and social backgrounds may 

have different impacts on the meaning and interpretation of discourse. For instance, in some 

cultures, expressing one’s opinions directly is considered rude or impolite, while in other cultures, it 

is considered straightforward and honest[5]. In short, the analysis of textual meaning is a vital aspect 

of discourse analysis, which requires comprehensive consideration of the context, culture, and 

linguistic background of the discourse, as well as the direct and indirect meaning conveyed by the 

discourse itself, to reveal the meaning and function of the discourse[6]. 

5. Conclusion 

In summary, discourse analysis from the perspective of functional linguistics is a comprehensive 

research field that involves the structure, use, and function of language. Under the framework of 

systemic functional linguistics, discourse is regarded as a part of communication and social practice. 

The focus of discourse analysis is to reveal the meaning, purpose, and pragmatic characteristics of 

discourse. By analyzing the conceptual, interpersonal, and textual meanings of discourse, we can 

better understand the function and role of discourse in communication and provide a deeper 

recognition for linguistic research. 
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